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REDBRIDGE FAITH FORUM LOOKING FORWARD 

 

Wednesday, 14th November 6.30-8.30 pm -  Celebration of Interfaith Week 
 

Please join us to enjoy good food, entertainment, a prize draw and the 
opportunity to chat with people from other faiths and cultures in the very 

comfortable setting of the banqueting hall. 
 

This informal, friendly, social event will also raise funds to enable Redbridge 
Faith Forum to continue its charitable activities promoting community 

cohesion. 

 
 Time:  6.30pm to 8.30pm      

 
  Event Vegetarian Indian Buffet Meal – 3 courses 

      RFF Members: £12   Non Members: £15  
      Children under 12 years of age: £6 
 

  Venue:        ILFORD ISLAMIC CENTRE  
       52-58 Albert Road       
         Ilford IG1 1HW     
      (parking on Albert Road/Mildmay car park) 

 

Places must be booked in advance 

email:  faith.forum@redbridge.gov.uk or phone 020 8708 2478 
 

REDBRIDGE FAITH FORUM LOOKING BACK 

 

Tuesday 2nd October – Women’s Interfaith Workshop 
Births – Ceremony, Custom and Tradition from a Hindu and Buddhist faith perspective. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacquie Grieve extended a warm welcome to the large group of women who had assembled in the 
Hindu Community Centre to learn about this topic.  The first speaker was Vinaya Sharma who invited 
anyone who wished to stay on after the workshop to visit the adjoining Temple.  Vinaya gave a very 
full account of the events that take place during the mother’s pregnancy and the early months of a 
child’s life.  Vinaya then handed over to Ranuka who spoke from the Buddhist perspective but 
commenced her talk by saying that there were many similarities with Hindu practice.  Everyone was 
very interested to hear about the ceremonies and customs surrounding prayers for the protection of 
the mother, the naming and blessing of the baby, for Hindus the custom of shaving the baby’s head 
and for Buddhists the custom of ear piercing.  The women then broke into groups of 3 to discuss what 
they had learnt and share how it related to their own experiences.   Everyone agreed that it had been 
fascinating to learn more about this precious time in the life of the family and look forward to further 

mailto:faith.forum@redbridge.gov.uk
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workshops in 2019 that will explore the topic from further different faith perspectives. 

Tuesday 30th October – RFF Network Meeting 
The Transformation of Ilford Town Centre was the topic of October’s Network Meeting which took 
place in the Gloucester Room of Ilford Central Library.  This proved to be a very interesting topic with 
the audience hearing first from Marc Clark Regeneration Programme Manager, LBR who gave the 
background to the “The Spark” Project.  Marc explained that the council had been successful in 
obtaining funding from the Greater London Authority to develop a cultural centre in Ilford Town 
Centre around the historic Grade 2 listed Town Hall.   Three providers had been selected to provided 
services in three locations - Mercato Metropolitano to operate a food market open 7am-11pm in 
what is currently the Town Hall Car Park, Space Studios to rent out artist’s studios and gallery space 
within the Town Hall, and Things Made Public to transform the council building in Janice Mews to 
host start up creative businesses and offer co-working space.  Lauren Martin of Things Made Public 
and Fiona Feber of Space Studios then spoke in more detail about their plans.  All speakers answered 
questions from the floor. 
A fuller report of the meeting will be available on the RFF website in due course but in the meantime  
Fiona is happy to answer any further questions about Space Studios via email 
Fifi@spacestudios.org.uk 
It was very encouraging to hear of these plans which will bring new employment opportunities, 
affordable artist studios, flexible workshop spaces, entertainment, business support, cookery school 
and opportunities for apprenticeships and work experience to Ilford.  Many thanks to Marc, Lauren 
and Fiona for their informative presentations. 

REDBRIDGE FAITH FORUM  

What is it and what does it do?  
RFF hold regular public meetings to discuss social issues affecting faith communities such as 
education, health, and give people the opportunity to meet and share with other faiths. 
RFF was set up in 2003 following a faith conference set up by Redbridge Council, which brought faith 
leaders together to talk about their communities’ needs. 
 

 RFF bring together local members of different faith communities. 

 RFF promote social harmony. 

 RFF foster a community spirit within Redbridge and the local area. 

 RFF recognise the important contribution that religion and spirituality makes to the lives of 
Redbridge residents. 

 RFF lobby relevant organisations that affect faith communities. 

 

Current Trustees  
RFF is an independent organisation with a charitable status (1118675). RFF has a board of trustees composed 
of representatives of different faiths : 

Christian:  
 

 Phil Butcher (Co Chair)  
 Rev Bernardino Mandlate  

Hindu:  

        Vinaya Sharma 

        Appathurai Ramkumar 

Jewish:  
         Rabbi Lawrence Becker 
         Angela Banner 

M u s l i m : 
         Imam Rafiq 

Baha’i:   
  Carol Khorsandyon  
 

Buddhist: 
   Rev P Hemaratana 
    Dr Suhasini 

Jain:    
   vacancy 

Zoroastrian:    
  vacancy 
  

  

Sikh: ੴ 
 Harbans Singh Seehra 
. Harmander Singh 
 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:Fifi@spacestudios.org.uk
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         Mo Dedat (Co Chair &Treasurer) 
         Mohammed Omer 

We hope that you will understand that in order to continue our work to the benefit of all living in Redbridge, 
the Faith Forum needs to raise funds to cover the various activities we organise. Membership is open to all and 
there are a range of options available. 

Associate member: (open to everyone) receives all e-mail updates, a membership certificate, invitations to all 
events, able to vote at AGM – suggested donation £10 per year. 

We are proposing two other membership scales for large groups and businesses as follows:  
Place of Worship:  full membership (open to recognised faith groups and their designated representative) all 
rights as above; additionally such representative may be nominated for election to the Management 
Committee and - £30 per year.  

If you would like to become a RFF member please email faith.forum@redbridge.gov.uk  

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

Free Workshops for Parents, Community Groups and Staff  
 
Redbridge are working with FAST to deliver workshops on how to keep children safe in a changing 
world 

 
Spot the Signs 
Are you interested in a FREE 2 hour workshop looking at the following;  

 Recognising and understanding the signs of radicalisation 

 How people are groomed into radicalisation 

 Help understand what is real and what is fake news  

 Signposting onto support available 

The session is delivered in a relaxed environment, using discussion and video clips to engage 
participants 
If interested in booking a workshop for your organisation please contact Shamsun Nessa 
shamsun.nessa@redbridge.gov.uk 
Please book early to avoid disappointment as places are limited 
These sessions can be adapted for staff  

 

Free Counter Terrorism Awareness Briefing for Faith Communities  
 
As the current threat level from terrorism is at SEVERE which means an attack is highly likely, the 
Counter Terrorism team at Ilford police station are happy to come and deliver a briefing to your 
community members at your chosen date/time. The ACT project is a Home office led initiative to 
promote and encourage members of the community to work in partnership with the police to report, 
deter and detect terrorist activity and crime.  
The briefing session provides essential knowledge in counter terrorism awareness to both help 
prevent an attack and to know what to do if caught up in one and usually takes two hours to deliver. 

mailto:faith.forum@redbridge.gov.uk
mailto:shamsun.nessa@redbridge.gov.uk
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__scanmail.trustwave.com_-3Fc-3D7089-26d-3DucOC20dWoWZUb7feiqWPNnu9ePRopCDyNSHyxZdZLw-26u-3Dhttps-253a-252f-252fwww-252emi5-252egov-252euk-252fthreat-2Dlevels&d=DwMFAg&c=zM2jnrrw38epSa7izk-3AA7UiB9qqQYOR8DwBGScH84&r=qFarCwEQkKwdChTUViF3y278zruiNt7xrJLMO9yqRvA&m=-SmruQiQZTAaaEXd00UO-_1f5z1dlLEFk6i0rQPpjLs&s=Mi2GyzTPN4SUKjrkYok5F6tl8TJQPVwoO_uJri0uXI0&e=
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For further queries and to book a session please PC TICKNER or PC HUSSAIN on 0208 345 2601 or e-
mail   EastAreaEABCUMailbox-.CTPBST@met.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

Help & Support for Victims of Hate Crime 
 
Redbridge Equalities & Community Council along with sister organisations run a project – Community 
Against Hate Crime. A hate crime is a crime motivated or aggravated by prejudice against a particular 
group in society – for reasons of race, religion, disability, gender, gender reassignment, sexuality, 
migrant or refugee...If you are the victim of hate crime please get in touch to make an appointment to 
see RECC advice worker on 020-8551 8178 for advice and advocacy services.   
The organisation will also come along to speak at events to inform how to report hate crime and what 
can be done to support those being targeted and can establish mutual support groups of victims.  You 
can also volunteer to become involved in the Community Witness & Support Team. 
 

Email - Office1@redbridgeequalities.org.uk -  020-8551 8178 
RECC, Room 203, 2nd Floor, Heraldic House, 160-162 Cranbrook Road  IG1 4PE.  
 
 

Free trees for Community Groups 
 
Would your faith community organisation like to plant trees in Ilford? 
The Mayor of London is offering free trees to community groups in London 
https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/mayor-london-community-tree-packs 
The kind of trees I ordered are from their wildlife and shrubs pack 

Wildlife & Shrubs Pack 

 Hawthorn 

 Common Dogwood 

 Blackthorn 

 Goat Willow 

 Guelder Rose 

https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/mayor-london-community-tree-packs#wildlife 

I went ahead and ordered 50 of these small/ trees/wildlife shrubs for planting in Ilford, rather 
idealistically. Now I am trying to find out if there are community groups/ faith buildings in and around 
the Ilford area, which would have the space and interest to plant and look after small trees like these. 
These small trees have great benefits for attracting wildlife into Ilford and most also do have herbal 
medicinal benefits. And if there are people with an interest to  plant the trees ( or to look after tree 
on a long term basis 
With what time I have, I will make contact with those places/ groups/ community buildings ,where I 
have contacts to see if you may have an interest in this doing this 
Maybe you would like between 5 or 10 or more of these trees. 
The kind of trees I ordered are from their wildlife and shrubs pack 
The trees will  arrive  on 27th November. The intended planting date of the Mayor London’s initiative is 
around the weekend 1st /2nd December –though this date can be certainly be flexible. 
I will be trying to find people who are willing to plant the trees around the beginning of December. 
I need to know by November 10th if there is enough  interest in Ilford for going ahead with this 
programme. Then I have to confirm whether or not to continue with the order. 

mailto:EastAreaEABCUMailbox-.CTPBST@met.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Office1@redbridgeequalities.org.uk
https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/mayor-london-community-tree-packs
https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/mayor-london-community-tree-packs#wildlife
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Contact petermusgrave1950@gmail.com or 07943986988 or 02070417194 for more information 
 
The trees will grow slowly at first, but will need annual pruning . I am sure there are people who can 
advise on the best way to do this. See tips below given by June Jackson, Senior Conservation officer 
LBR 
 
Tree planting in Ilford – how to do it - Tips from June Jackson 24 /10/18 
On arrival – keep the tree slips sheltered damp, or ‘heeled in’ 
Slot planting – just to get roots it –with spade make a gap and slot the seedling in the gap. No need 
for a lot of ground preparation. All the shrubs ate native species and are hardy and adapt well to all 
conditions. Water in 
Plant them like bookends-as min hedges  Eg 

Hawthorn  guelder rose  Hawthorn One metre 
Length 
and depth 

 blackthorn  blackthorn  

 

Hawthorn  willow  hawthorn 

 Dog wood  Dog wood  

 
First 2/3 years don’t need much maintenance 
Annually snipping off the tops to help them to bush out, leave the sides to grow out. 
Keep them at hip height as a hedge 
Prune them in winter after their display of berries, except for dogwood – to be pruned in early 
summer 
Selling points 
All have beautiful flowers after 2/3 years. Bees and butterflies love them, then birds and other 
invertebrates will come 

 Blackthorn flowers first in march, before leaves come out – has sloe berries in Autumn 

 Hawthorn has leaves first, then flowers and red clusters of autumn berries 

 Dogwood has lovely red stems for winter display, with white flowers in spring –best to cut it in early 

summer to promote fresh shoots for vibrancy 

 Guelder Rose has lovely flowers and lovely berries 

 Goat willow has lovely catkins in spring . It grows fastest and would be best as a structural backdrop 

behind the other plants 

 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 

 

Save Lives 
8 People died sleeping on the streets of Ilford in the last year. 
You can save lives -Sign up to volunteer at the nightshelter at ilfordshelter.com 
 
Ilford Salvation Army, 15 Clements Road IG1 1BH tel 0208 478 2961 
 

mailto:petermusgrave1950@gmail.com
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ARMISTICE DAY COMMEMORATIONS 

 

On 11 November 2018, 100 years since Armistice, bells will ring out in unison from churches and 
cathedrals in villages, towns and cities across the country. Big Ben will also strike at 11am to mark the 
centenary. 
 
To mark the final year of the First World War centenary commemorations, 1,400 new bell ringers will 
be recruited in honour of the 1,400 that lost their lives during the First World War. 
 
Church bells across the UK remained restricted throughout the course of the war and only rang freely 
once Armistice was declared on 11 November 1918. 
 
On 11 November 1918 the ringing of church bells erupted spontaneously across the country, as an 
outpouring of relief that 4 years of war had come to an end. to honour that moment and the 1,400 
bell ringers who died in the war, 1,400 new bell ringers HAVE BEEN RECRUITED to take part in the 
commemorations. 
 

Bell ringers in the First World War 
Many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost their lives. Just after the war, the Central 
Council of Church Bell Ringers wrote to all bell towers to compile the Roll of Honour. At the time 1,100 
men were reported as lost. 
During the First World War Centenary the Central Council of Bell Ringers has been reviewing this list 
and has discovered a further 400 bell ringers who died in service. Two bell towers - Edington in 
Wiltshire and Bamburgh in Northumberland - lost 6 ringers each during the war. In total 1,400 bell 
ringers lost their lives. 
 

Programme for Armistice Day 2018 
On 11 November 2018, the day will begin at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission St 
Symphorien Cemetery near Mons, Belgium where the war began in 1914, where the war’s first and 
last casualties lie and where the government began the commemorations in 2014. It offers a fitting 
place to reflect on the cost of the war. 
In the evening, the national commemorations will end with a ceremony at Westminster Abbey. The 
service will reflect on the Centenary, recognise the impact of the war after the Armistice, and give 
thanks to all those who were affected over the course of the conflict. 
 

Local Armistice Events 
 

SERVICES OF REMEMBRANCE NOVEMBER 2018 
 

Saturday, 10th November @ Woodford War Memorial 
Dedication of the Field of Remembrance, High Road, South Woodford.   Arranged by Revd Canon Ian 
Tarrant. Please assemble at St Mary’s Church Hall, High Road, South Woodford at 8:40am.     The 
Service will commence at 9:00am. 
 
Sunday, 11th November @ Ilford War Memorial  
Civic Service of Remembrance, Memorial Gardens, Eastern Avenue, Newbury Park, arranged by the 
Council in liaison with the Royal British Legion. 
 
Please arrive by 10:40am for the Service, which begins at 10:50am.  Past Mayors, Councillors, Officers 
and their guests are requested to proceed to the area reserved for them.   Please note that the gates 
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will be closed at 10:40am and access after this time will be to the public area only.   
 
Sunday 11th November @ Snaresbrook Garden of Remembrance 
Service to be arranged by local Ward Councillors . Please arrive by 10:45am 
 
Sunday, 11th November @ Hainault War Memorial 
Service to be arranged by Councillor Roy Emmett at the Hainault War Memorial,  Manford Way and 
will commence at 10.45am.  

Sunday, 11th November @ Wanstead War Memorial  
Service arranged by Colin Cronin and Cllr Daniel Morgan-Thomas at the Wanstead War Memorial, 
High Street, Wanstead and will commence at 12.30pm. 
 
Sunday, 11th November @ Fairlop Waters Country Park 
Service arranged by Fairlop Heritage Group at Fairlop Waters Country Park, Forest Road, Barkingside 
at 2.30pm.  
 

Sunday 11 November 2018 – 3-4.30 pm 
“Quaker Remembrance Service – all welcome, tea included” 
 

Quaker Meeting House 
Bush Road 
London E11 3AU 

All enquiries to Kate Green – kategreen@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Saturday 17 November from 2:30 - 4:00 pm. 
 
Salway Evangelical Church (Forest Approach, Woodford, Woodford Green IG8 9BW  Tel 020 8505 
9619) is hosting a Peace Party to celebrate the good things that were won: peace and freedom. The 
event is suitable for children and families to enjoy together – advance booking essential via email to 
ann4salway@gmail.com. 
 

EVENTS TO COME IN REDBRIDGE 

 

Afternoon Tea with Barkingside 21  
Thursday 8th November 2-4 pm at Sweet, High Street Barkingside 
 
This is a social event – all welcome.  Cup of tea or coffee and a patisserie for £3 per head. 
For further details e-mail Barkingside21@btinternet.com 
 
 

The East London 3 Faiths Forum  
Thursday, 8th November 8pm Religious Law & Secular Law 
 
All welcome to this free event which will be followed by light refreshments to be held at Ilford 
Federation Synagogue, Beehive Lane on the corner with Clarence Avenue IG2 6JH (not the big 
synagogue close to Cranbrook Road).  Speakers are: 

 Rabbi David Singer – Ilford Federation Synagogue 

 Sheikh Ayoub Rashid, Imam, Muslim community of Essex, Newbury Park 

mailto:kategreen@yahoo.co.uk
ann4salway@gmail.com
mailto:Barkingside21@btinternet.com
mailto:Barkingside21@btinternet.com


10 
 

 Philip Petchey, Barrister and Chancellor of the Diocese of Southwark.  

 
Advance Notice – next meeting 
Tuesday evening 18th December – annual secular party and concert at Valentines Mansion 

 
Invest in Peace – free Interfaith Event 
Monday 12th November 7pm for 7.30 pm 
 
East London & Essex Liberal Synagogue and St Marys Parish Church Woodford invite you to hear the 
stories of two peace activists one Israeli and one Palestinian.  Jews Christians and people of all faiths 
and none are invited to this free interfaith event in partnership with Solutions Not Sides. 
 
The venue will be in Woodford and the full address will be sent to registered attendees via Eventbrite.  
Ticketing website PeaceWoodford.eventbrite.co.uk  Enquiries Tel 020 7543 5407. 
 

Free Garment Repair Workshops  
Tuesdays 13th & 27th November 1-2.30pm  Redbridge Central Library IG1 1EA 
 
Bring in your clothing items and friendly experts will show you how to fix zips, attach buttons, or 
shorten, repair or upcycle your garments. Phone 0208 708 2409 for more information.  
 

World Congress of Faiths Lecture “People in Pigeonholes” 
Tuesday 13th November, 6.30-8.30 pm Montagu Centre, 21 Maple Street London W1T 4BE 
 
Dr Cetna King will explore how identities and belonging can bring people together or keep them apart 
and will be looking at the impact on faith relations.  This is a free event with a retiring collection to 
support the work of the World Congress of Faiths to book – http://www.wcf-yhl2018.eventbrite.co.uk 

 
Redbridge Music Lounge at The Cranbrook Centre, Valentines Park 
12.30-4.30 pm –Wednesdays 14th & 28th November & Thursdays 8th & 22nd November Melbourne 

Gate, Melbourne Road IG1 4SB (for directions see www.cranbrookcentre.london) 

 
The venue is for musicians and anyone interested in playing music, who are retired, in part-time work, 
unemployed or semi-professional, even if committed to bands/group already but have time and 
expertise to offer and share mainly, for daytime projects, events and local festivals.  Feel free to bring 
along your instruments and perform – rehearsal equipment and performing facilities are also 
available.  For further information contact Chris Wyatt mob 07929 071155 email criswyatt@aol.com  
www.rmluk.org.  Registered Charity  1151132 

 
Rosehip Syrup Making Workshop  
Friday, 16th November 11am-12 noon at Forest Farm Peace Garden,at the end of Hazelbrouck Gardens 
Hainault IG6 2XL 
 
Find out how to make delicious and healthy syrup using the abundant rosehips growing in our garden. 
This is a free workshop. Please register if you'd like to attend at: info@forestfarmpeacegarden.org 

 

St Peters Christmas Market  
Saturday 17th November 10am-4pm – St Peter’s Church Halls, Aldborough Road North 
 

PeaceWoodford.eventbrite.co.uk
http://www.wcf-yhl2018.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.cranbrookcentre.london/
mailto:criswyatt@aol.com
http://www.rmluk.org/
mailto:info@forestfarmpeacegarden.org
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Amongst the stalls will be Christmas goods, Homemade cakes and preserves, Craft, Christmas Card 
and notelets, Refreshments 
 
Come and visit the exhibition of Nativity sets in church Saturday 10am - 4pm and Sunday 11:30am to 
6:30pm 
Do you have a nativity set? Would you be prepared to loan it for the exhibition? 
Contact Shirley Rudge on 020 8590 5882 
 
Father Christmas in his Grotto from 12-2pm Saturday  
 

Barkingside 21 Coffee Morning and Civic Pride Talk.  
Tuesday 27th November, 10.00-11.45 am Hainault Room, Fullwell Cross Library,  
Guest speaker Marion Moth -Redbridge North Neighbourhood Engagement Officer 
For further details e-mail Barkingside21@btinternet.com 
 
 

Advance Notice 
 

End of Life Care Conference  
Tuesday 4th December 9am-4.30pm City Gates Church, 25-29 Clements Road IG1 1BH 
 
This free event takes place on December 4th at City Gates Church in Ilford. The day should be 
interesting and informative with speakers from Saint Francis Hospice, the Margaret Centre, Haven 
House, London Ambulance Service, BHRUT, Redbridge End of Life and Macmillan Teams. 
To register for a ticket please click on the link below. – but do so as soon as possible as tickets are 
going fast! 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/redbridge-end-of-life-conference-tickets-49992415661 

 
 
Provisional Concert Date with Pianist Carl Bahoshy 
Tuesday 4th December 12 noon at St Mary’s Church, 426 High Road, Ilford IG1 1TW. 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY – CURRENT COUNCIL CONSULATIONS  

The council currently is consulting on four different issues on their website 
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/have-your-say/consultations/ you can also sign up to receive 
notification of future consultations. 
 

Council Tax Reduction Scheme – closes 12.11.18 
 

School Admission Arrangements from 2020/21 – closes 16.11.18 
 

Development of Ilford Town Centre – closes 23.11.18 
 

Increasing Network of Automated Number Plate Recognition Cameras – closes 2.12.18 
 
 

mailto:Barkingside21@btinternet.com
mailto:Barkingside21@btinternet.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/redbridge-end-of-life-conference-tickets-49992415661
https://www.redbridge.gov.uk/have-your-say/consultations/
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HAVE YOUR SAY – NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUMS 

Local neighbourhood forums will be a new way for more residents to talk to councillors, officers and 
key partners. With an increased number of meetings, residents can work together with the Council’s 
Civic Pride Neighbourhood teams and key partners to find solutions to local issues. 

Discussions will focus on how the council can best deliver services locally, addressing residents’ 
concerns and working together to strengthen our communities. 

To kickstart a new collaborative approach, the first forum in each neighbourhood will be an 
opportunity to agree priorities for their area and the way they are discussed. 

Attendees will also get a chance to question the Leader of the Council direct on any issue they wish to 
raise. 

The forums will be held three times a year in each of the borough’s four neighbourhoods – north, 
south, east and west – for a total of twelve meetings per year across the borough. 

There are three taking place in November as follows - come along from 6:45pm for initial informal 
discussions with officers and councillors. The formal session will begin at 7:15pm and the Q&A 
session with the Leader will run from 8:00-8:30pm. 

North Neighbourhood -  8th November 2018 Fullwell Cross Library 
Includes Aldborough, Hainault, Fairlop, Clayhall, Barkingside and Fullwell Wards 

 
West Neighbourhood Monday 19 November at All Saints Church, Inmans Row, 
Woodford Green, IG8 ONH 
Includes Monkhams, Bridge, Churchfields, South Woodford, Wanstead Village, Wanstead Park 

 

East Neighbourhood Wednesday 28 November at Isaac Newton Academy, 1Cricklefield 
Place, Ilford, IG1 1FY 
Includes Chadwell, Seven Kings, Newbury,Goodmayes and Mayfield 
 

SOME CELEBRATIONS TO COME 

 

1st November (Thursday) is All Saints’ Day - Tradition: Christian  
(In Western Churches; however the Catholic Church in England and Wales moves this festival to the 
nearest Sunday if it falls on a Saturday or a Monday.) Also known as All Hallows’, originally All 
Martyrs’, this day provides a chance to offer thanks for the work and witness of all Christian saints, 
recognising that not all are known or specially celebrated. Many churches stress this day rather than 
Hallowe’en, which falls the day before, by holding events especially designed for children. More 
Information: http://www.churchyear.net/allsaints.html  or http://www.catholic.org/saints/allsaints/ 

 
2nd November (Friday) is All Souls’ Day -Tradition: Christian  
On this day in particular, the departed are remembered and prayers on their behalf are offered.   This 
was originally a pagan festival which, since from earliest times Christians have prayed for the souls of 
the dead was merged into Christian liturgy as European population converted to Christianity. In the 
year 998 All Souls, ‘the faithful departed’, began to be remembered in the Church calendar on this day 
"The theological basis for the feast is the doctrine that the souls which, on departing from the body, 
are not perfectly cleansed from venial sins, or have not fully atoned for past transgressions, are 

http://www.churchyear.net/allsaints.html
http://www.catholic.org/saints/allsaints/
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debarred from the Beatific Vision, and that the faithful on earth can help them by prayers, alms deeds 
and especially by the sacrifice of the Mass". Thus souls must stay in purgatory until sufficiently 
cleansed to enter paradise. Source http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01315b.htm. More Information: 

http://www.diocesealex.org/articles/2014/10/why-do-we-pray-dead-all-souls-day-nov-2 . For a historical perspective in 
Britain, see also http://catholictradition.blogspot.co.uk/2009/11/all-hallows-eve-october-31.html 

 
7th November (Wednesday) to 11th November (Sunday) is DIVALI / DEEPAVALI - Tradition:  Hindu / 
Jain 
For Hindus this is a New Year festival lasting from one to five days, during which fireworks are set off 
and lights are hung out. It is a festival of light, coinciding with the darkest night of the lunar month. 
Various interpretations are given to the festival in different parts of India, but it is generally associated 
with Lakshmi, goddess of wealth and prosperity, or with the victorious return of Rama and Sita to the 
kingdom of Ayodhya after their exile. Divali marks the beginning of the Indian financial year.  For 
more, see: http://www.diwalifestival.org/ 

 
7th November (Wednesday) is also DIVALI / BANDI CHHOR DIVAS Sikh – Tradition: Sikh (Bandi Chhor 
Divas) 
Sikhs also celebrate Divali since Guru Hargobind, the sixth Guru, was released from Gwalior prison on 
this day. The Guru refused to accept release when it was offered him by the Emperor Jehangir unless 
52 imprisoned Hindu princes were also given their freedom. To meet the Emperor’s condition that 
only those who hold on to his cloak could leave the prison, the Guru had a coat with long tassels 
made. The Golden Temple in Amritsar is illuminated at this time and firework displays take place 
there. It is a time for new clothes, presents and sweets. For more http://www.sikhnet.com/news/bandi-chhor-

divas 

 
9th November (Friday) is Anniversary of the Birth of the Bab –1819 Shiraz, - Tradition: Persia Baha’i 
The Bab (the title means ‘Gate’) called people to religious renewal and to await the coming of a 
messenger from God, believed to be Baha’u’llah (his title means ‘Glory of God’). Source: 
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/religious-festivals 

 
10th November (Saturday) is ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF BAHA’U’LLAH - Tradition: Baha’i 
Founder of the Baha’i faith, he was born the eldest son of a Persian nobleman in Tehran, Persia, in 1817. 
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/religious-festivals 

 
11th November (Sunday) is Remembrance Sunday --Tradition: All faith and none  

This commemorated on the Sunday nearest to Armistice Day (11th November), it is devoted to the 
solemn remembrance of the dead of the two World Wars and subsequent wars. Prayer services occur 
at the Cenotaph in London and war memorials all over the country.  A moment of silence at 11 a.m. is 
generally observed. This year’s Remembrance Sunday is all the more important that it falls during the 
remembrance marking the centenary anniversary of the First World War. More at: 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/remembrance-sunday/ and 
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/remembrance-sunday  

 
23rd November (Friday) is Loy Kratong -Tradition: Buddhist 
Loy Kratong is celebrated in most of the village and town temples in Thailand and often coincides with 
a temple’s Kathina Day. Degradable baskets are made and filled with carefully folded banana leaves, 
incense sticks, a candle and sometimes a coin. These are then launched on rivers, canals ponds or the 
sea, while a wish for good fortune is offered to the spirits of the water. Eels and turtles are sometimes 
liberated into the water at this time. Thai forest temples in the UK will not observe Loy Kratong. For 
more http://festivalasia.net/festivals/Loi-Krathong-2015.html 
 
23rd November (Friday) is Guru Nanak Dev Sahib’s birthday - Tradition: Sikh 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01315b.htm
http://www.diocesealex.org/articles/2014/10/why-do-we-pray-dead-all-souls-day-nov-2
http://catholictradition.blogspot.co.uk/2009/11/all-hallows-eve-october-31.html
http://www.diwalifestival.org/
http://www.sikhnet.com/news/bandi-chhor-divas
http://www.sikhnet.com/news/bandi-chhor-divas
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/religious-festivals
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/religious-festivals
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/remembrance-sunday/
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/uk/remembrance-sunday
http://festivalasia.net/festivals/Loi-Krathong-2015.html
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Born in 1469 CE, Nanak was the first Sikh Guru.  To celebrate significant birthdays such as his, an 
Akhand path, a complete uninterrupted reading of the Guru Granth Sahib, is begun about two days 
earlier, so that it will be finished on the morning of the festival.  Sikhs gather at the gurdwara to hear 
sermons and lectures (katha) and sing hymns (kirtan) about the life of the first Guru. The congregation 
will share a meal (langar) donated, prepared by volunteers and shared among all the community 
present. The Gurdwaras are usually illuminated and there are firework displays. More Information: It 
is believed that Sikhism is originated in Punjab, which is now in India and Pakistan during 16th 
century. Now more than 20 million people follow Sikhism worldwide, mostly staying in India. Sikhism 
is recognized as one of the youngest religions in the world. Sikhism was founded by Guru Nanak and 
his nine successors (considered as ten Gurus of Sikhism). Guru Nanak was born in the year of 1469. He 
spreads a simple message “Ek Onkar” means “We are all one, with the One Creator of all Creation”. 
Guru Nanak's students were known as Sikhs, the word “Sikh” means "seeker of truth". The scripture 
of the Sikhs is known as “Sri Guru Granth Sahib” considered as their living Guru, the hymns of the 
Gurus they refer are known as Gurbani, and their place of worship is known as “Gurdwara”. The Ten 
Gurus of Sikhism are Guru Nanak, Guru Angad, Guru Amar Das, Guru Ram Das, Guru Arjan, Guru Har 
Gobind, Guru Har Rai, Guru Har Krishan, Guru Tegh Bahadur, and Guru Gobind Singh. 
The Noble teachings of Sikhism are: 1) there is only one God and the name of the God is Truth, 2) recognize 
inner truth through meditation and chanting, 3) live a simple and honest life,4) treat everyone equally, 5) serve 
others. Source http://www.calendarlabs.com/calendars/religious/sikh-calendar.php . For a short illustrated biography of 
Guru Nanak see http://www.sikh-history.com/sikhhist/gurus/nanak1.html 

 
23rd November (Friday) is Anapasati Day --Tradition: Buddhist 
The last day on which the Kathina may be held. On the final day of the three months long Rains 
Retreat, observed by monks in the Theravada tradition, or at some time during the month that follows 
it, cloth is presented to the Sangha by members of the lay Buddhist community. This is then 
transformed into a Kathina robe, made up by sewing patches of cloth together, and is presented by 
the monks present to one particular monk, often an especially deserving or virtuous one, in a special 
ceremony conducted by four of his colleagues. The laity are able to gain merit for themselves by 
watching the ceremony. Source: https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/2016-religious-festivals 
 
24th November (Saturday) is Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur - Tradition: Sikh (Nanakshahi calendar) 

Born in Amritsar, Guru Tegh Bahadur was the ninth of the ten Gurus who founded Sikhism. He is 
honoured and remembered as the man who championed the rights for all religious freedom. He 
taught liberation from attachment, fear and dependence. Strength should be gained through truth, 
worship, sacrifice and knowledge. During the reign of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, Islam was imposed 
on the people. Hindu temples were demolished and turned into mosques, higher taxes were charged 
to non-Muslims and the Emperor persecuted those who would not conform to Islamic law. Guru Tegh 
Bahadur spoke out amid this persecution, upholding the right of Kashmiri Hindus to worship in the 
manner of his or her choice. He refused to convert to Islam and in 1675, he was publicly beheaded 
opposite the Red Fort in Delhi. In so doing he sacrificed his head rather than his faith, on behalf of 
individual Indians who had turned to him for help. The site of his execution was later turned into an 
important Gurdwara. He's also remembered for his poetry, much of which is included in the Guru 
Granth Sahib. For more http://www.sikhs.org/guru9.htm and http://www.sikhnet.com/news/martyrdom-guru-tegh-bahadur-

sikh-thanksgiving     

 
30th November (Friday) is Saint Andrew's Day – Tradition: Christian  
Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland, Greece and Russia and was Christ's first disciple. He was 
crucified at Patras in Greece and has been patron saint of Scotland since the 8th century. In the 
Anglican Communion he is associated with missionary activity. Saint Andrew’s Day is Scotland 
National Holiday. For more http://www.saintandrew.us/ or 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/s/standrewsday.asp 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/calendars/religious/sikh-calendar.php
http://www.sikh-history.com/sikhhist/gurus/nanak1.html
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/2016-religious-festivals
http://www.saintandrew.us/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/resources/s/standrewsday.asp
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Disclaimer: 
Redbridge Faith Forum is an independent Registered Charity (number 1118675) Registered address, 
c/o Room 16, Ground Floor Redbridge Town Hall, 124-142 High Rd, Ilford,  IG1 1DD. You are receiving 
this e-mail message because you have subscribed to receiving information on events; consultations 
and funding that may be of interest to your group/organisation. As some of this information is 
forwarded onto you from other sources, accuracy or advanced notice of dates cannot be guaranteed. 
 
Redbridge Faith Forum does not accept any liability or losses of any kind caused as a result of 
information relating to the use of this email or attendance at events advertised.  Should you no longer 
wish to receive these updates, please reply to email and enter "unsubscribe" as the subject matter. 
All links in the Redbridge Faith Forum e-Newsletter have been selected using a standard links 
protocol. Links are provided for information and convenience only. Redbridge Faith Forum cannot 
accept responsibility for the content of sites linked to and none of the links represent any 
endorsement by Redbridge Faith Forum. We cannot guarantee that these links will work all of the 
time neither have we any control over the availability of linked pages. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, information provided in the e-Newsletter is correct at the time of 
sending. Redbridge Faith Forum reserves the right to deny inclusion of any item that does not meet its 
publication criteria. Redbridge Faith Forum further reserves the right to format, amend or edit 
material provided by third parties so that it should meet Redbridge Faith Forum publication criteria. 

 

 


